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every village home. It is not yet realized that, whereas a
healthy male can go the whole of his life without any other
skilled attention than that of the vaccinator and an
occasional inoculation, the healthiest female in the world
during her child-bearing age urgently requires skilled
attention, and if she does not get it she may die or be
crippled for life.
And yet in this matter, as in education and everything
else, the men got there first and laid hands upon all the
money, and during a tune of low prices it is a difficult job
to find money for the even more urgent work of finding
doctors and health workers for the women. In the end it
will probably be found necessary—by statute or however
else such a thing can be done—to lay it down definitely and
positively that, whatever the needs of the men, a certain
annually increasing percentage of all the funds of Govern-
ment and local bodies set aside for education, health,
medicine and general welfare shall be devoted to the needs
of the women. Public opinion is, however, not yet quite
ready for such a move, although it probably soon will be,
sooner perhaps than we are apt to think.
Once the women, through their village societies and
district committees, begin to be more articulate, more money
will be found for their special needs, but what the eye
doesn't see the heart doesn't grieve over, and few people
realize the appalling suffering silently endured by the
village mother. A law has been passed to bring a trained
practitioner within the reach of every mother in England.
There are a million babies born every year in the Punjab.
How many of them or of their mothers receive any skilled
attention ? Statistics say that in India one woman in ten
dies in childbirth. No wonder ! The result of this failure
to provide the women with a fair share of the available

